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For the fourth consecutive season I had the privilege of competing in the annual Dobber
Hockey’s Expert League, which contains essentially the “brain trust” of the DobberHockey plus
the two winners of the Pro League (Lord of the Rinks and The Comish) from the season before.

      

During my three-year stint in the league, I had finished third (2008), eighth (2009) and second
(2010) last year, so there was really only one place left for me to claim. Last year’s
heart-breaking loss was the one that hurt the most, as the winner (FrozenPool) nipped me on
the final weekend of the season. I still condemn you for that one Jason… This week’s column
will break down the road to success and hopefully give you an insight into what went down in
the DobberHockey Expert league this season and eventually leading to yours truly winning the
championship.
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League Settings

  

15-teams: Dry Island Holdout (Tim Lucarelli), Lord of the Rinks (Peter Hadley), Hockey Knight
(hockeyknight.com), HR’s Look Ahead (Dave Poleck), FrozenPool (Jason Arbuthnot), Angus
Unleashed (Angus), Messier4Life (Anthony Lancione), The Dean's list (Brendan Ross), Thunder
Bay Moose (Marty Kwiaton), GMG Market Buzz (Gates Imbeau), The Comish (Russ Miller),
Legion of Dobber (Dobber), Cage Match (Steve Laidlaw), Nation of Domination (Brian Kom) and
Maaaasquito Bites (myself). 

 Yahoo! ROTO scoring (G, A, +/-, PIM, PPP, SOG, W, GAA and SV), FAAB, Weekly lineup
changes and snake drafting.

  

Positions 4 C, 4 RW, 4 LW, 6 D, 2 G, 5 bench and 2 IR.

  

  

Background Info.

  

Most of the names in the league you’ll probably recognize. Lord of the Rinks was the dark
horse, as he’s the one that has snuck up through the ranks winning the DobberHockey Entry
League in 2009-10, and then winning the DobberHockey Pro League in 2010-11, earning a
chance to play against the “experts” this season.

  

  

I was also not picked by as a potential winner by any of the noteworthy forum members in the
Dobber Expert League thread . Well known forum members such as Pengwin, Renegade and
Joos all went with Gates, Lucarelli, Dobber, Miller and Arbuthnot instead.
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Initial Draft

  

I was drafting from position 11, which I was 50/50 about. I was upset that I missed out on one
the first four picks, but I was happy that I at least ended up in the middle. In these types of drafts
which included many experts, it’s very hard to plan 30 picks ahead of time, especially if you’re
on the edge of the snake draft, so snagging the 11th pick allowed me to determine the trend of
each round, making my life a lot easier throughout the draft.

  

  

The entire recap of the draft can be found here  and a breakdown of each of my picks can be
found here .

  

  

Looking back at it retrospectively, Patrik Elias , Daniel Alfredsson , Joffrey Lupul  and Gabriel
Landeskog
in rounds 10, 11, 16 and 18 proved to be the difference makers for me. Overall I didn’t have
very many “do-overs”, 
James Wisniewski
, 
Devin Setoguchi
, 
Milan Hejduk
and 
Brad Boyes
in rounds nine, 12, 14 and 15 were probably the biggest ones, but they weren’t too detrimental
at the end of the day.
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After my initial draft I finished with:

  

C- Crosby, Thornton, Toews, Langkow, Hanzal

  

LW- Hall, Elias, Lupul, Landeskog, Sturm

  

RW- Alfredsson, Setoguchi, Hedjuk, Boyes, Dorsett

  

D- Lidstrom, Edler, Wisniewski, Gonchar, Carkner, Jovanovski, Larsson

  

G- Brodeur, Smith, Emery

  

  

For a 15-teamer with that many positions, I was quite pleased with it. I didn’t think it was a
championship team right from the get-go, but still felt quite positive. The primary areas that I
needed to address were the goalies and a bit more depth in the wings.

  

  

Season Breakdown

  

At the start of the season everything was just settling down, so it wasn’t surprising not to see a
lot of moves being made. I ended up snagging Matt Niskanen  and Daniel Winnik  primarily
because of their SOG totals (one of the major areas for identifying player trends) and traded out
Sturm (after his horrible start and then getting traded to FLA).
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On October 31, I was tied for fourth place (84.5 points) as Lord of the Rinks stormed out of the
gates with 105 points overall, leaving me over 20 points behind the leader (mostly because of
struggling goalie stats 3.5 in WIN, 6 in GAA and 5 in SV), so something needed to be
addressed here.

  

  

The biggest move of the season was the trade that took place on Halloween day. I took full
advantage of the news  of Crosby being cleared for contact, so I tossed a few lines out there.
One of the things with drafting Crosby was that I knew that I was either going to 1) live and die
with him or 2) move him in a deal that would boost the rest of my team. I decided on the latter,
which saw me land Ryan Nugent-Hopkins , Dan Boyle  and Kari
Lehtonen
from HR’s Look Ahead (Polek) for Crosby, Gonchar and Emery. That enabled me to upgrade
two key positions, cementing my goalie starts with Brodeur, Smith and Lehtonen, while taking a
slight downgrade from Crosby to RNH (11 points in 11 games at the time).

  

  

Much of the same for November, as I just made three moves. Ended up snagging Zac Rinaldo
(73 PIM and 10 SOG in the first 14 contests), 
Slava Voynov
(after he was recalled from the minors in mid-November) and 
Kurtis Foster
(PP TOI that he was receiving in Anaheim) while dropping Langkow, Jovanovski and Winnik. At
the end of November, I ended up making up the difference and now was sitting pretty in second
place (93.5 points) and trailing the leader Dry Island Holdout (Tim Lucarelli) by just six points.
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Once again a pretty quiet December as I only ended up making two roster moves with the
additions of Kyle Palmieri  (recalled from the minors to audition on the top line with Ryan
Getzlaf
and 
Corey Perry
) and 
Carl Hagelin
(SOG being the major determining factor 16 in eight contests) while returning Foster back to the
waiver wire. At the end of December, I dropped back down to fourth (84.5 points), with
Messier4Life (Lancione) now claiming the top position with 99 points.

  

  

January was when the trade talks really started to pick up as five of the 11 trades this season
took place in the first month of the New Year.

  

  

After doing a bit of research for Dobber’s Midseason Guide and succumbing to my biases I sent
out a pretty stupid boneheaded offer (at the time) of Alfredsson (31 points in 35 games) for Sa
m Gagner
(0.76 point-per-game numbers after the ASB) to Dry Island Holdout (Lucarelli) and obviously he
accepted with pleasure. I luckily ended up escaping out of that one relatively unscathed (Alfy 28
points and 98 SOG in 40 games, Gagner 28 points and 85 SOG in 42 games as the post-trade
numbers).

  

  

A week later I was involved in two more blockbuster trades. First I moved Jonathan Toews  (44
points in 45 games) to Messier4Life (Lancione) for Vinny Lecavalier (32 points in 43 games)
and 
Chris Kunitz
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(29 points in 43). I mostly used 
splits stats
as my main determinant, as Toews was a very strong player on the road, but was average at
home and Chicago had a few more home games remaining on the rest of the schedule.

  

  

The second part of the blockbusters saw me move Hall (30 in 35), Lupul (47 in 44) and Lidstrom
(24 in 44) to Thunder Bay Moose (Kwiaton) for St. Louis (35 in 38), Pavelski (31 in 41) and
Bogosian (19 in 42). Dobber pretty much predicted it with a crystal ball in his summary of the
trade in his ramblings . Once again, I was mostly playing the splits with this one. I wanted the
combo of Lecavalier and St. Louis for the second half (because of the remaining home/away
splits), plus I already had the Thornton/Boyle combo, so I wanted to add another piece to that
puzzle.

  

  

Funny thing about the trades is how every player I traded away went down with a significant
injury of some sort soon afterwards. Toews, Hall, Lupul and Lidstrom all missed noteworthy
time, so I guess I caught a few breaks on that one.

  

  

A final minor trade saw me move underachiever, Setoguchi (17 points in 34 contests), to Angus
for another, Patric Hornqvist  (22 points in 45 contests). Looking back at it retrospectively, saw
me slightly win that one, as Seto finished with a line of 19 points and 86 SOG in 34 contests
compared to Horny’s 22 points 105 SOG in 29 games post-trade.
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In terms of moves, January was the busiest month for me as I snagged Nazem Kadri , Erik
Condra
, 
Trevor Daley
, 
Carl Gunnarsson
, 
Ryan Reaves
, 
Wojtek Wolski
, 
Tom Wandell
, 
David Savard
, 
T.J. Galiardi
and 
Yannick Weber
while letting go of Palmieri, Dorsett, Carkner, Larsson, Boyes, Hagelin and Niskanen. Most of
those moves were “hot” pickups for the weeks, so there wasn’t anything really significant there.

  

  

After a pretty active January, I managed to climb back up to 91.5 points and cut down the
margin between the leader, Lord of the Rinks (Peter), and me down to 6.5 points.

  

  

February was once again fairly quiet on the moves front, but I did end up pulling off a “trade that
helped put me over the edge”. I ended up moving Kunitz, Gunnarson, RNH, Smith and
Lehtonen in a “win-win” trade with The Dean’s List (Ross) for Alex Tanguay , Matt Carle , Deri
ck Brassard
and 
Henrik Lundqvist
. I broke down the trade in my 
Anatomy of Trading column
back in February.
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Numbers post-trade:

  

        

Team

  

G

  

A

  

+/-

  

PPP

  

PIM

  

SOG

  

W
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GAA

  

SV

  
    

Ross

  

19

  

30

  

-3

  

12

  

36

  

162

  

34

  

2.04

  

.934
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Me

  

15

  

47

  

+13

  

15

  

39

  

135

  

16

  

2.19

  

.913
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I may have lost out on the goalie stats in the end, but with Brodeur, Smith and Lehtonen at the
time I was just spending too much time trying to decide which of the three to start and causing
me a fair share of headaches. With Lundy and Brodeur, my goalie stats were taken care of and
I was essentially worry-free. What also pushed me over the edge were my initial thoughts of
Tanguay and Brassard coming into fruition. Both gambles ended up in my favour and ultimately
led to the championship for me.

  

  

In terms of the moves front, I ended up adding Kyle Broziak ( Mikko Koivu  injury), Roman Josi
(was thinking 
Ryan Suter
being traded at deadline) and 
Matt Taormina
(lack of NJ PP QB) while letting go Wandell and Weber.

  

  

February was the month that I finally pulled ahead of the pack. I finished off the month with 104
points along with a miniscule 3.5 point lead over Lord of the Rinks.

  

  

With the trade deadline passing, and heading into the final month of the fantasy season, there
wasn’t a lot that could be done. It’s pretty much taking a “sit and wait” approach. A few minor
ww moves were made, I ended up picking up Brett Clark  (TB PP QB), Jamie McGinn
(hot-streak after the trade deadline), 
David Moss
(SOG), 
Mark Letestu
(garnering tons of TOI after the roster clean up), 
Johnny Oduya
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, 
Brandon Bollig
(PIM) and Chad LaRose, while letting Taormina, Galiardi, Ganger, Hanzal, Josi, Wolski and
Wisniewski go.

  

  

On March 30th, Lord of the Rinks held a slim 105.5 to 104.5 lead against me, with essentially a
week to go. With big days on Tuesday and Thursday last week, I managed to pull ahead with an
unsuspecting nine-point lead after all of Thursday’s nights matches and I was beginning to think
that I was in the clear. I held the front on Saturday night and ending up finishing the season with
a 10-point win and the DobberHockey Expert League crown.

  

  

Here are the final standings of the league.
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    Near Hits or Misses        -  At the fantasy trade deadline I sent an offer of Pavelski and Hornqvist out to Dobber for Jeff Skinnerand Teddy Purcellin which he scoffed at in reply.   Stats since the offer:          Team  G  A  +/-  PPP  PIM  SOG      Dobber  8  11  -1  7  22  81      Me  15  9  +8  7  8  125          I was quite lucky that he knocked that offer back as the difference of seven goals and 44 SOGwould have cost me three points.        -  Also with GMGates and Comish on other either side of me of the draft, I knew that I wasgoing to get sniped fairly often.       Commish snagged Ryan Getzlaf  the pick before Toews in round 4, which could have made alarge difference, (negatively), in the end of season result if I landed Getzlaf instead of Toews.    I had Ryan Suter  all queued up and ready to click just to see his name disappear the pick rightbefore my ninth-round Wisniewski pick. If I had him instead, this would have been locked upmonths ago.    Stephen Weiss  and Ian White  were also on my radar in the 14th round, but both were takenthree and four picks respectively before mine which left me with Hejduk. Landing Weiss orWhite also would have cemented the title for me much earlier.    Nikolai Khabibulin  was also a goalie that had piqued my interest, by the 24th round and abouttwo hours into the draft, he was at the top of my queue and ready to be selected onto my team.Dobber ended up snagging him two picks before me which left me with Emery. Now if you canremember back to the very start of the season, Khabibulin started the season in blazing fashionwith a 7-0-2 record along with an unbelievable 0.98 GAA and .964 SP. If I had those stats tostart the season that would have certainly made me re-think my goalie strategy and I probablywould have hung onto Crosby instead of moving him for Lehtonen when I did, which would havedefinitely changed the final outcome of the league.          -  After consulting with LOTR, he had a bit of “comedy of errors” during the draft. You canread it here .       “Were I to do things differently I would have most definitely picked 2 goalies with my top 4 picks- (with the #2 overall pick I had I would have selected either Lundvist or Stamkos had I beenpicking "live") against more competitive players I've always found that building a solidfoundation with goaltending in fantasy hockey is the key to a top 3 finish.”    Another “big deal” that occurred during the season was LOTR moving Brian Campbell  and Curtis Sanfordfor Jonas Hillerand Ryan McDonaghin mid-January, but I was lucky enough to counter that move with my Lundy-trade a month later.If I didn’t make that counter, that edge could have easily gone to LOTR instead.    All in all it was a great season all around, most of the “experts” that I follow closely finished nearthe top of the standings, while a few disappointed (I’m looking at you Angus!), and Jason (youcan stay down there forever and ever!). It should be a tight race once again next season.    Questions or comments? As always I’ll discuss them in the section below.    Should you be so inclined, follow me  on Twitter.  
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